
   
 

 
 
 

Degree Outcomes Statement 
 

1 Institutional degree classification profile 
 

The University of Worcester has seen a 0.8 percentage increase in the proportion of first-class Honors 
degrees awarded over the last 5 years, and a 2.5 percentage point decrease in the proportion of 1 and 
2:1 degrees over the same period. The proportions of both first and upper second-degree 
classifications increased in the 2020/21 and 2021/22 academic years, compared with 2019/20 
academic year, which may be associated with the ‘safety net’ processes put in place to deal with the 
impact of the coronavirus pandemic.  Data for 2022/23 suggests the start of a return to pre-pandemic 
levels (see below). 

 
The profile for each of the 5 years can be seen in the table below. Note that 22/23 totals are 
provided from internal data and will be updated once HESA figures are published in early 2024. The 
21/22 totals have been updated since September 2022 following publication of new HESA degree 
classification data in July 2023. 
 

Academic Year 18/19 19/20 20/21 21/22 22/23 
Proportion of First-Class degrees (%) 21.1 19.6 21.4 23.9 21.9 
Proportion of First/Upper Second-Class degrees 
(%) 



   
 

 
 
The long term (since 2010) increase in 1 and 2:1 degree classifications coincides with a move on the 
part of the University to become more selective in student recruitment, whilst also strengthening its 
commitment to widening participation in a period of growth. Thus, over the period between 2010/11 
and 2017/18 the number of University graduates increased by over 60% and they were more highly 
qualified in terms of average UCAS points on entry.   Even in recent years where the context has been 
more competitive regarding recruitment, the average UCAS points on entry have been increasing 
(114 in 2021, 124 in 2022 and 129 in 2023) 2. 
 
As identified in our Access and Participation Plan, we are aware of attainment gaps and have targets 
to narrow these in relation to entry qualifications, ethnicity, socio-economic disadvantage and age. 
The work we have undertaken to date in analysing the distribution of outcomes across different 
student groups (data mentioned in the following pertains to internal data), indicates that: 
 

• Students who enter with BTEC qualifications (approximately 18% of undergraduate entrants in 
2022/23) do less well in terms of degree outcome than students who enter with A level 
qualifications 

• Students from under-represented groups, including those from lower participation 
neighborhoods 



 

The statistical analysis above of the changes in proportions of first and upper second-class awards 
made in the last five years, includes the recent pandemic years. We made some changes to the 



 

 
All courses are required to publish, for students, assessment and grade criteria that are referenced 
to the University generic grade descriptors, that were developed following the publication of the 
Outcome classification descriptions for Level 63, (and which are now incorporated into the OfS 
Sector recognised standards).   
 
External examiner arrangements are managed according to the principles and procedures set out in 
the University’s Regulations for the Appointment of External Examiners. All external examiner 
reports received in 2022 and those received to date for 2023 confirmed that standards set were 



 

different methods to work out overall marks and calculate which of these two methods would give 
the student the best possible degree classification. The two methods are explained to students under 
Awards information. Both methods count the number of grades achieved at module level. 
 
Briefly, the first method takes into account credits achieved at both Levels 5 and 6 (counting the best 
120 credits taken from 60 credits at Level 5 and 120 credits taken at Level 6). The second takes into 
account the best 90 credits at Level 6 only. 

 
Both methods remove the lower graded modules from the calculation used to classify an award. This 
means that if students underperform in their second year, their best third year modules can be used. 
If students underperform in their third year, their best second year modules can be used as described 
above. Again, this is a fair and genuinely inclusive means of calculating a degree classification and 
demonstrates that, even before the pandemic, we have sought to ensure that our students can obtain 
the result that best reflects their overall performance, even where they may unexpectedly 
underperform at either Level 5 or Level 6. 
 
We have now completed a comprehensive review of our approach to the degree classification which 
has taken account of the outcome classification descriptors for Level 6 in the OfS sector-recognised 
standards, and the UKSCQA publication ‘Principles for Effective Degree Algorithm Design’ (July 2020). 

 
For all new students entering at Level 4 from September 2022 who are due to graduate in 2024/25, 
two updated methods will be used to calculate degree classifications. The first uses the profile of 120 



 

feedback to students through strategies for early formative assessment, course specific 
feedback policies, systematising standardisation of marking and ensuring use of the full range 
of grades as recommended by external examiners 

• implementation of inclusive approaches to assessment that provide students with some 
choice in the mode of assessment, provision of support for academic writing skills, and of 
authentic assessments that involve application of learning to real world problems 

• developmental work on academic integrity to increase awareness and understanding on the 
part of students and staff. 

 
We are pleased with the recent TEF results which endorsed the very high quality of our teaching and 
learning and assessment practices and the outstanding quality of our learning resources in supporting 
students to achieve.    
 
6 Identifying good practice and actions 
 
As indicated in previous sections of this statement, we have set key actions as part of our annual 
institutional Quality Enhancement Plan.   

 
Over the last three years we have supported all courses to review their assessment criteria and grade 
descriptors/rubrics to ensure that they reflect sector recognized standards as set out in University 
generic descriptors for each level of study.   We have place significant emphasis on course teams 
ensuring consistency in the provision of constructive feedback on student work to enable students to 
improve. 

 
External examiners are provided with detailed data on course related classification profiles for all 
Honours degrees across the University. We are exploring how we can provide external examiners 
with time-series classification data at course/subject level and specifically ask for 



 

agreed a modified approach which 
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